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27 OT, 1» the leaſt, coblemiſh the loyalty of any, 
who ( lace, indeed, buc ſeaſonablv, ) became 
Proſelytes, And, with ſubſequent M-tirs, can- 
celled the memory ot their former Errours, Tet, 
for thit many Perſon: of unbyaſſed Principles, 
are apt tobe miſled with this vulgar Prejudice, 
{har rhe i-we: Hyterians were che P:incibal In- 


ſtruments of his Majetiies Reteation), From thz jeilovfie and 
diſdain, which, (as a patiomte Ls o; his Maiev) T concerve at 
the very mertion o * Gs Na val, Ans forthe Viadicirion of that 


Cuſe and Party, which is dearer to m2 thin my iſe. 1 ſholl enVer- 

tak to dilprove 1t, by reporting Naturally, , th voh ole Series of 

ot. A 3 [\Nce tn 
5 Te 


their B-haviour, and det1vi-s the PuJigrce of- f fa: 


War. 


It mu; 
great F..ct! ON began fir Fi Vi; iHly 4 {> ET. Thove NY 1 4-T2\V 


Noble and i- genious of then, Wer 2 -atly convinced of EEE 


he acknowledo2?, Thar, From the TN, \\ h 5 rh 12 
he ment 


wy 


he 


| 
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ſtake, in ſeeking to reform alafyfal Government by an unlawful 


War, And endeavoured wortmily to acton- thelr guilc ; Others, 
obſerving the tengency of Aﬀairs co infinice Viokence aud Perptcx. 
I: y, becaine more wary, or, { as theytermedic,) Moderate; Yer 
the Ations of char Party, for the mayn, de-lared, that they were 
full herce with Victory, and without Remorſe ; True tt is, thir 
finding, by degrees their own Importency to quell the ſpirits which 
they had raiſe4, o: govern the Muciny of their Souldicrs, without 
an Eftabuſhment ; And withal ſuppoſing, that the King, being un. 

er their Cuitody, would not, at his Peril, rej2t cheic P. opolicions, 
now hard of digeition ſoever they were; They ſent hun Conditions 
£0 {i2n, bur nor to conſider, much leſt2 debate; Nor was it long, that 
they continued in thi; friendly Mood, Bur being eafily ſcared vy the 
Army, defitted fron their Irexies ; And, fome Months atter, rhe 
Vo:e of Non-Adireiſes paſted both "Houſes tm folCarreer, which, 
what precence or gloſle ſoever may be given it, (ſure I am,) Ir pro- 
ved a Pecemptory dummons before S2"rence, and an apt P:ologue 
to our ſucceeding Tragedy, For, the King being once calt off, che 
Captive was, afrerwards, eafily dil/poſed of. 

In the year 1648. the great Impolture being, by this time, clearly 
unmasked, many others, who, at firſt, no queiiion, meant ſincerely, 
peceiving rhe total miſcarriage of their unadviſed Zeal, withdrew 
themſelves from their Fa&ion, and frankly fided with the -Roya- 
litts; Who, by this Accethon of Intereſts, and other probabie In- 
ducements , were encouraged , ({ though with diſadvantage e- 
nough ) once more to Arme, for the prevention of fo great and im- 
pendent Miſchief; Suddenly the whole Kingdom was full of Inſur- 
rections upon this Account,ſeconded with a powerful Inyation from 
Scotland ; And now, or never, { Itakeit,)) was the Cricical hour, 
for our Pretendzrs,to have expreſſed their Loyalty;Kingly Govern 
m2nt then guſping, and the ſacred head being vicibly expoſed; Bur, 
( contrarywite, ) we felt their hands, in many places, heavier upon 
as, then tne Jadependents, And, in Commurtees , eſpecially, thzy 
acted with all the violence imaginable, 

The Scottiſh Army being defeated,and the Royalits,every where, 
ſuppreſſed, rhe bit Ifue, chat any go0o1 Engliſhman could now 
preſage, was very fatal; For though the Factions might ſeem to dif- 
fer, much like thoſe on Shooters-hill, ſome of them inclining only 
:o bind the Traveller, and leave him helpleſſe in the adj1cenc 
Weods, Orhers,for their greater ſecurity from purſuit, Cant + 

rarner 


ratherto kill him oucrighr,Yer they agreed in the main defien, .(v3z . 


Robbery ; The milder ſor of them, ind:ed, calmlv difſenred from 
che Murcher , profefling ro abhor the nezdlgffe effution of Royal 
Blood, * Bur, whilit cthamppoſed only rame Negotiations, to re- 
ſolve Actions) (as 1t ori happens in Counſel, ſo managed,) 
Fury took Place , And, without incerruption, finiſhed chart accurſed 
Parricide. | | 
The Presbyterians ſezmed generally to be ſurpriſed, and even 
Planerſtruck, with this deadly blow, Nor could.they, patiently, en- 
dure the Scandal of heing accounted Privy, much lefle Parties to the 
Action, or Contrivance; As if, ( forſooth) they wondred to ſee 
him {lun by others, whom, them(-1res had .orely threnn2d, and, 
in effeR, our-lawed ; Yer, had the Tragedy proved only perſonal, 
or had ſweet Ariftocrae next ſucceeded, togerhe- with Parochial 
Epiſcopacy, it is poſſible, the Pill might hve been (villowed: Buc 


the Independent Party, having projected other deſigns, and reſol- 


ving to go through-{tirch with their work, by the old P:inciple of 
Root and Branch, liboured, together, with Monarchy, to.retorm, 
( v:z, ) extirpate Peerage, Scatrering witnal, or rather ſowing, the 
popular ſeeds of toleration, which made the Breach, in appearance, 
trreparable;However,(after a breathing ſpace,civilly allowed them) 
the tumour; of it ſelfy began to afſwage ; For many of thz diflenring 
Brethren, judging 1:, 1 ſuppoſe. unſzemly for them to continue long 
Ina (ore of dlicord, an1 profelſing, tht they would not Rand upo1 
Punctilins, where the publick was concerned, were, in 4 ſhort time 
reconciled to their enchanted Seats; Wherein,the great Bug-h2ar of 
the times, (viz. ) the Common Enemy, was of fingular advantage 
to them both : Whzrefoce, thar all precences might bz duely acco- 
modared, and a certain D2co-um in Aﬀairs preſerved, ( as it were 
by implicite-Contra&t or Conſent ) wilt th2 Military Charge re- 
mained with Independents, as the ſurer Cards, the Civil Authort- 
ry with all its preh2minencies reſted till with Presbyterians, as the 
ſoberer Party, who had; likewiſe, a Major Vote in the 
funto, | 

Muters of Civil Policy heing thus compounded, one would mar- 
vel, tharthe Spiricual ſhould break any ſquares, or that either Par- 
ry ſhould be much croub'ied with a caſ2 of Conſcience ; But as the 


Puloits had all along ſerved other ends, thon thar of Religion, fo,. 


now, it ſhould ſeem, th> Cl2rgy of thoſe times, 7 pardon me if I 
raiſtake their quality, ) finding themſelves utterly diſappointed of 


that 


) 


that Dominion, which they firſt aſpired to, and fearing yer afurther 
downtal,by the-daily growth of Independency,in deſpair of compaſ. 
fing their wiſhes by that Junto,which was awed by an Armynot of 
theu Complexion, ſtirred up in the People , ( eſpecially their own 
Diſciples, ) a new Aiſaffedtion to their Rulers ; W herein, being 
animated from Scorland , they boldly P:eached up the Covenant, 
which they had kepr in Lavender for this or the like Occafion;'And, 
fince they thought fir to remember their Covenant , they could 
not fairly forget their Kirg, who { among other matte; s 0: dzeper 
de({ign)was therein mentioned,(as it were,ofCourſe,)with reference 
ro the times , for which it was firſt calculated : Wherefore, ona 
ſudden the Presbyteriins grew very troubleſome, And ſomething 
they offered at, upon theſe Accounts , But with what kindneſle to 
his Majeity, I leave to any mans Judgement, For their Jealouie of 
the Royal Intereſt increafing,(eſpecually after their diſ:{ter at Dun. 
bar, ) mſtancly, they rather recoyled, than retreated, And, with 
thet: Numbers, Oppreſſed the King at Worceſter, chufing rather to 
run their Riſquo with the Series , whom they hated, than take 
their Fortune with his Majeſty, whom they feared, 

Immediately upon this Milcarriags , Scotland being ſubdued by 
the Forces of the Independents , The Intereit of that FaCtion grew 
ſo prevalent , And thzir pretences {o exorbirant , As involved all 
Perſons , of whar Judgement ſoever , if either they had Eates, 
Profeſſions, or common foreſight, in an 2quv-1 concernment. ro op- 
poſe ſuch encroxching Anarchy, And , thereby, afforded Cromwell 
both a ſtirrop of great Advantage , and » convenient cloak fo, his 


Uſurpation, The People being Weather bearen, and willing to £ 


Anchor any where for preſent ſhelcer; Bur. ANI it was with this no- 
table difference , That , whilſt all goo: Eng'iſhmen looked upon 
themſelves.as cait upon a remote and barbarous Ifland, where they 
could not, or would not dwell ; The Presbytc:ians , far the Major 
Part, judging, it ſeems, that they were at home, ſ2r up their Reſts 
and pitched their Ten:s the-e : And though all rhings 61d nor fully 


anſwer their humours (which are hard to pleafe,) Yer, h:ving lear- 


ned to p:r nit ſomewhat to neceſſity , and ſhare what they covld 
not engrotie thy found, ( or rather mad2, ) their condition very 
comfe rtible , Mary of them , who had the faculty of ſhifting, and 
varying their forms, (as Sets and Inſects are, aIk2, apr to do, ) 
kepr ſteady fonting in the Government , For , if the times did not 
comply with them,tbey,(to be ſure,)would comply with the amen 
Tuc! 


hy 
: 

Ld 
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Such, ( being, no doubr, the choiceſt fa&ours of Tyranny,) were the 
Uſurpers own Crearures,and poſſeſſed the chizf Dignities & Olhces 
of Stare : : All that had been'once Roundheads, and would bur hold 
their tongues, were countenanced in their ſeveral Wayes , And , 
if they could ſwallow a Gudgeon , ſure of great Preferments, as 
they fell, However juſtified in all their ill2gal Poſſeſfions ; The Le 
v1tes, With their odd Addrefles, and Dodtrines, magnifying ſome» 
times the Plety and Jultice , ſometimes the Policy and Frowcfle 
of their BenefaRour, were, by him, reciprocally entertained , as 
| good Muſlulmen, with due encouragement , And co humour them 
2} throughout, their Pulpic Phraſes, Geltures, and Tones, were de- 
yourly imitated and grew in faſhion at the Court : Thoſe, thar pre- 
= tended to be clogged with Principles, and could not wilk up to the 
23 perfeRion ot others, ( being not very Numecous) 1 patled under the 
2 favourable Notion of cender Conſciences, or weak B-ethren , B2+ 
4 twixt whom, and the Uſurper, there was alwayes this Genzral un- 
deritanding of each other , He, in his part, detired ro ſhew ih:m, 
4 He took them not for Royaliſts, they, on their part, ro ſatisfie him, 
} That he had no reaſon to di(truit them : In ſum > The many Cout- 
7 tefies, which chat Party did him inthe Jnto 1657. will reſtific 1.p- 
., on Record. That they were not uccerly at defiance with him :- On 
4, fhne other fide, the Royalifts, ( unſhaken in their Fidelicy , and 
-z, unpollured with the General Corruotion, wherher by Contederacy, 
*. Conſent, or Compliance, ) reaſonably eno.'gh ſuppoling, That, che 
- 4 Popular Batis once undermined , ſuch Pape:-buidings could not 
2 long continue, took heart again, And, ( being withal enſnared , 
-3 by the Se:pentine PraCtices of ſome Profeſſours , ) freely emhar- 
+” Sued themſelves in great and hazardous dzfigns ro bring in the 
-, King; Which, being rath?r nipped , thin ſuppreſſed, were fre- 
4 quently reſumed:, Every Year the: Common Gaols were fill2q 
A with Cavaliers, whereof, ſuch as the Tyrant could convict by the 
i Juice of thoſe times, were,accordingely, diſpatched, ſuch as he ve- 


ſuch, as were only in his general Litt , after ſone months durance; 
wenr out upon Bull, till the next Summons, or Warrant to appre- 
n-nd them ,. And this, Itake ir, may ſerve, at leaſt, for a Landskip 
of thit trangely blended, and Promiſcuous Scene. 

After the Deceaſe of Ol:ver Cromwel. It cannot bz forgotten, 


«cknowledge his Son Richard, whom, ſoon after, they: contemptu- 


hemencly ſuſpeRed, were ſent to Plantations, and remote P:1ſons,. 


with what reluRancy, the Souldiers and Paanaticks were brought +o: 


; Ouſly. 


ouſly diſcarded : The Souldiers Objeted , That they had never 
known him in Arms , Ard that he was a Strarger to their Cauſe 
and Merit ; The Fanaticks found hin: not for their turn , And were 
not willing to hazard their 4ffairs wh him, in whoſe experience 
or Conduct, they could no Way confide But the Ppesbyrerians 
judging him to be naturally of their Principle, However, of {ofr Me- 
tal , and altogether dependant on their Intereſt , ( as if (h-ir Lute 
were now Trump again ) made him their Prince , And inclined , 
certainly, to have laid chemſelves and their Country ar his Fecr, For 
the Pulpits , ( the Oracles of Presbyrery ) recommended him to 
the People , as a man after Gods own heart, ; 

With che Fortune of Richard , fell all the hopes of the Presby.. | 
rerians, For, in Junto's it was eaſily perceived, they would be o- # 
vermatched by thoſe of the other faQion, who were backed by the | 
Army, and furniſhed with better Notions , as to the preſent pur- | 
roſe, than they ; And, from a free State: ( 1f ſuch a Chymera could F 
then be fancied, ) their ProipeR was yet more unpleaſant , Their 
Empire being, on all ſides, rejected, as the leaſt tolerable of any , 
that had been propounded ; So as now they were put to find outa Fi 
new Bottom , or rather an Expedient to preſerve themlielves, if ® 
not as Presbyrerians, yet as men. 4 

Hitherro, 1 ſuppole their Modeſty will not pretend much of þ 
Loyalty;For making uſe only of their ambidextrousCovenant,ſome- # 
times by adhering to the Letter, ſometimes by purſuing ( as they * 
ſaid, ) the main End, ( viz. ) Reformation , They hovered, like a }: 
Cloud, uncertain where it ſhould drop, and Jurked, as it were. in ! 
Ambuſcade , ( like the Geymane Boors, near a Battel, ) ready to | 
pillage either Party, when a diſaſter befell rhem ; Bur now, conſult Z 
ing rather the preſent State and Exigence of Aﬀairs, than their own | 
Principles, or former PraQtiſes , They found a neceſſity of engage- # 
Ing,or remaining at the diſcretion of the Vitour; Forz on the one + 
GE they ſa a deſperate faction, ſupported by a great Army, which + 
mul} be maintained with Rapine , ſo as none could, in reaſon hope | 
to be Innocent, that was tich, nor ſafe from them, bur by adventu- # 
ring with them , Beſides, that Tythes, and Colledges, being, in diſ- ' 
courſe, ſwallowed, as the firſt ſweer Morſel , gave a ſhrill Alarm, 
Eſpecially to their Minifters , who, ſurely, were nor filent, or | 
Noathful in communicating their fears; On the other fide , they | 
found the People violently inclined to the King , exaſperated with 
their Burthens, weary of Unſertlement, and fearful of extreme _ 
=; 
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cy ; The Royalifts full of freſh hopes, and ready for ſome notable 


ort ; And the King, ( to whoſe Juſtice they ſaw themſelves very 
obnoxious, in caſe they endeavoured to make no Attonement, ) not 
like to be long deſtiture of reaſonable Aid, by the general ditband- 
ing of Souldiers in Foraign Parts ; Wherefore, ( not to fit dry, as 
they ſay, betwixt rwo great Rives} they Choſe to eſpouſe his Ma- 
xſties, as the ſafer and nobler Inte, being grounded on an En- 
gliſh Baſis, which they obſery'd the other wanted; But how lamely 
they proceeded , Ler the year 1659 declare; For , though they 
knew ; what reaſonable expeRations were from them who had 
boaſted ſo much , And who indeed could come more eaſily to a 
Rendezyous, than the Royaliſts to a Private meeting , Though, for 
their encouragement , the right hand of Fellowſhip was civilly af- 
forded them, Their Archieyements, alas, were very Abortive; And, 
if we may judge from our Enemies Intelligence, by which they 
proceed to apprehend ſuſpe&ed Perſons, It will ſoon appear , 
where the Burthen lay, 

Indeed, though ſome particular Perſons of them ARed, at that 
time, very clearly and honourably , yer the greater Number were , 
( ar beſt, ) Luke-warm, many Subtle ones, forejudging, I preſume , 
the Eyent of a Free Parliament, ( then contended for, ) declined 
the Enterpriſe ; The Rigid Presbyterians, openly, branded it wich 
Malignancy, And divers of their moſt famous Miniſters, particular- 
ly thoſe in Leiceſterſhire, publiſhed an Addrefle to the eng then 
acting, with their names ſubſcribed, beſeeching them, that rhe un- 
adviſedneſle of a few might not prejudice the integrity of many , 
who ill ſoberly adhered to their fir Principles of a Godly Magi- 
tracy and Miniſtery ; So as, admitting the PaRion to be more nu- 
merous, then, I truſt, it is, Yer the Diflentours beirg ſo many, And 
the tempers of the reſt ſo various , I ſuppoſe their Endeavours 
mich appear, perhaps the more generous, bur could not be conſide- 
rable, in proportion with the Royaliſs, who ſo freely engaged, 

From the Ruines of this defign / how diſmall ſoever they appeat- 
ed, ) there ſprung an unforeſeen, but conſiderable, advantage to the 
Kings Aﬀairs , For Lam4-rt, having, thereby, gotten a new Riſe of 
Forrune and Reputation wirh the Army , And finding by late ex- 
amples, how eaſy and cheap it was to Uſurp, eſpecially, where the 
1ſurpation could nat be more unwarrantable , ar intollerable, than 
the Authority it ſelf , was incouraged to thruſt out that Junro, and 
ſet up a Committee of his own, "= a purpoſe, no doubt, tg follow 


the 
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th very traces of Oliver ; Wherein the whole fraternicy, of Fan1- 

ticks, ( Pcesbyterians exceyred, ) firmly adizred to him , as their 

oreat Captain, and Patron, who was to finiſh that work, which o- 
thers hadleft imperfeR, \ v:z, ) the Suoyerfion of all our Foundati- 
ons both in Church, and State z In order whereunto, the Confiding 
Party muſt be firt refined , And the Notion of Malignancy ſpread 
as far, as Policy, or Avarice could extend it; In which danger ſure- 
ly non? were ſo near concerned as the New-Cayalters ( they being 
a freſh booty ) bur eſpzcually the famous City of London , whoſe 
ſack, it was viſible , the Sauldiers gaped for, And their Maſters 
were not very unlikz to gratifhie them therewith : Wherefore, if 
they would nor altogether renounce their Senſes , They were oþlt- 
oed ( as their laſt refuge ) wholy to mingle Counſels with the Roy- 
al Party , and unite themſelves to that Cauſe, which was then very 
Popular , And could only in appearance give check to ſo foul and 
fierce a Monſter , Or reſcue th2m fron Captivity, under thoſe, that 
meaſured the Rights of others by their own Luts, 

In this Confuon of Interelts , enervating and ſupplanting each 
nther, His Grace, the Duke of Athemarle, ( who, with profound 
Secrecy, had, till then, reſerved himſelf for {uch a JunEure, ) 
wiſely judged, That Now was his only Opportunity of Acting, For 
in diflipating the Fanaticks, by the Collifion of Parties , He ſhould 
Cur the Sinews of Faction, and advance proſperouſly , upon their 
Bellies, towards freedome, and lawful ſerttement; And, though to 
vanquiſh an Army, ſo reſolved, and appointed, with {lender Troops, 
on hich he could lictle rely, ſeemed almoſt impoſſible , Yer, ſup- 
plying his want of Forces, by his Condu&, and correRing their 
ftubborneſſe with Excellent Diſcipline , with great aſſurance , he 
commitred the Event to Providence: The Authority he made 'uſe 
of, was thart of the late Junto, which, ( how frivolous ſoever in it 
ſelf , ) was the belt then in being , And, indeed, afforded him ſuffi- 
cient colour againſt his Enemy, who ated mutinouſly under that 
Commiſſion , Brom thence, therefore he determined to rake his 
Riſe, by the Example of good Builders , who, to erect a lofty Fa- 
brick, lay thz Foundation low , Foreſeeing, no doubr, Thar as Lam- 

| bert,and his Confederates were very Guilty to the Powers, by 
them interrupted ; Thoſe Powers were no lefſe obnoxious to the 
Excluded Members , And they again to an entire Parliament ; S0 
that publick intereſt, being once in motion, probably would never 
ref, till, by continual progreſle it came ro center in our ASE 
an 
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and Natural Conſtitutions, His Succefſe was ſuitable to the Merir 
of his deſign ; For, by Civil Stratagems, added to his Milicary Ex. 


rience , Temporiſing , and Amuſing his Enemy with uncertain 


reaties, he ſoon diſſolved thac Veterane Army, without hazarding 
ſo much as a Skirmiſh, 

This, indeed, was a fair and Auſpicious IntroduQtion to, better 
things, Bur, alas, Our deliverance was as yet, a meer Embrio, And , 
(if here forſaken,) Subject to fatal miſcarriage ; Whereof his Grace 
being very ſenſible, he reſolved to perfe& it, by comming with his 
Victorious Army to London : His Pretence was very favourable , 
( viz. ) The final Suppreſſion of the Fanaticks, who otherwiſe 
might eafily be encouraged ro make head again , Wherefore , be- 
tiwixt taking, and asking leave, preventing refifhance, or denyal, with 
a Sober and Orderly Expedition, he adyanced Southward , But, in 
his March, received Addrefles of all kinds , with ſuch Indifferent 
B:haviour, and Anſwers ſo like Oracles, as, at once, gave Courage 
to his Friends, yet Hope to his Enemies, and brought him , undiſ- 
covered, to his > End ; Where a&ting, Yer, foratime, the 
fame Perſon, having, by an unheard of Stratagem, throughly felr the 
Pulſes of the People, and caught the Malicious in their own Net ; 
He ſeaſonably appeared, whart he alwayes was, A Perfe& Lover of 
his Country. - | 

In the Glory of which enterpriſe, ( the moſt fortunate and me- 
morab!e of our times, ) Let not any Party or Fa&ion pretend to 
ſhare ; It being freſh in our Memories, Tha, neither Presbyterians, 
nor Royaliſts were ſo Convinced, or Satisfied of his Graces Inten- 
tions, ( the Diſguiſal whereof was then his Maſterpiece, ) that they 
thought it fir, or ſafe for them, to engage with. him, Bur the whole 
Nation ſtood muling, in a kind of Trance, full of various thovghts , 
and diſcourſes concerning him, Inclining, doubrlefſe ro wiſh him 
well, Yec rather defirous, to know Why. 

The Welcome of this Notable Deliverance both from preſent 
and future Violences, was Celebrated with unuſual Triumphs: For, 
as well the Pzoplz in general. as th: Royal Party, being thzrewith 
ſurpriſed, could ſcarce contain thzmielves , bur were cranſporred 
with Exceſſe of Joy, Wherem the Presbyterians ſeemed alfo ro par- 
take: But ( like Perſons, who debauching over night, are Crop-ſick 
the next morning, ) No ſooner was the publick ſecurity Gigeited , 
bur chey began immediately ro conſulr the concernmerrs of th-1r 
Fition, And examine, Whether the Libzrey, long defired, id then 
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expeted by the People; would no: blaſt, and tinally fruftrate their 
hopes, which were inconſittent wich ſuch Liberty ; Many of their 
Countenances betrayed a kind of Chagrin, or ſecret regrec , which . 
for ſhume, thzy mult not own, AnJ accordingly, from henceforth , 
ch:ic Buſin:le was, not om ich to bing in his Mjeſty, ( which no 
Endexwouts of theirs cou'd greuly exp:dice, or obitrut, ) As to 
contciveand limitche Minnzr of his Entrance, that it might ſerve 
th2ir purpaſes: His Grace, ( noqueltion , ) knew a Part of thei; 
minds, And, co make his Paſſage, as clzar as might be, reſolved to 
oratifie them, in all things con{ittent with his deſign; Wherefore , 
purſuing his Mztnod of effeAing that, ſecurely, by degrees, which 
could nor, ( wichout manifelt hazard, ) be, at once , accompliſhed , 
Initerd of a new and free Eleion, ( th: Popular pretence,) He per- 
mirred the M:mbzrs, excluded in 1643. to take their places, and 
A& as a Houſe of Commons, without the Lords, Bur, firſt agreed 
with thera of a time of Seſſion ſo ſhort, as might afford them no 
Jatitude to conſider oughe,bur what was in Order to their own diflo . 
lution,and the Summons of a freer Convention, Keeping that other 
<> rn as a reſerve, tt: Caſe they ſhould herein prevaricate with 
um, 

The Excluded Members were, generally, Perſons, who , by long 
Experience) had acquired much Prudence, and MoJeration; And 
oreat Muters were in reaſon expeted from them, whom it highly 
concern2d, at length to perform their Vowes, and redeem their ho- 
nours; Yet, ( Whecher thzy only yielcel ro the Iniquicy. of the 
times, ( as many alleadged, , Or ( as others doubted, ) their teeth 
were ſtill on Edge wich the ſower Grapes, they had once exten, ) 
Certain it is, That th2 Subſcription by them impoſed in the Serrle- 
ment of their Milicia, And their narrow Confinement of EleCions 
by excluding even the Sons of Royaliſts, aſforded matter of much 
Scan lal, and evil Pcognoſticky That they only watted Elbow-room 
for further Severity; Neither, indeed, was their unwillingnefle to 
quit their beloyzd Seats, without ſpecial Notice ; But they ſoon 
made amends for all, by their much deſired diſſolution , Commutr- 
ting ih2 Interval of Government to a Sele& Counſel of ERate. 

During which Interval, the great Argument of our Cabaſes was 
this, viz, What would be the force of thoſe Shackles, whrewith 
doth Parliament and Militia were the 1 charged; There being ſcarce 
ever the lik2 Engines of Faction, invented, by th: late Refners ; 
fo as molt of thoſe, whoſe Conplexions were not Langage pro: 
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ſaged, that all the ſatisf1Rion we hid ſwallowed, mul he vomiced 
up again : His Grace was generally acquitted, as having done his 
parts for it could not be expeRed, that he ſhould inſpire Parlia- 
ments, it was for him ſufficient, that reſcuing them from outward 
interruptions, he both enabled, and direQed them todo good ; 
Bur, whilft matters thus continued in great ſuſpenſe, it pleaſed 
God to ſend a ſtrong Eaſt wind, with a Spring-tide of Loyalty, 
which overwhelmed all thoſe Banks and Damms, wherein the Po- 
licitians thought chemſelves ſo ſecure : For the Royalilts, rightly ap- 
prehending , that then was the very Critis of their future hopes , 
ſome of them generouſly deſpifing thoſe Qualifications, which un- 
der great Penalties diſabled them, others, molt induftriouſly afſi(t- 
mg in Ele&ions ; The People perceiving and declining the ſnare ; 
and his Grace continually favouring the Cauſe of F eedom, as the 
only Groundwork of his Proceeding, the Major Vote of that Par- 
lament, ( by Gods Bleſſing, ) proved ſuch, as hath produced the 
Peace and happineſſe we now enjoy: 

Had his Majelly lain at the Presbyrerians feer, it is probable e- 
nough, they would, at length, have brought him in, if not our of 
Loyalty, yet for quietneſle ſake, fince, without him, they found, . 
there could be no Settlement; But, then, he ruſt have takzn Con- 
ditions from them, and ſuch, as would have rendred, ic doubtful, 
whether a Diadem, ſo qualified and Circumſcribed, were wotth. 
his acceptance ; The Church muſt have been relinquiſhed, and all 
the Sacriledge of the times eſtahliſhed, with his conſent ; His Par- 
ty forſaken, and condemned: as Felons ; Laws ſhould have been 
made, and executed only in his name: Upon theſe, and other the 
like Agreements, he might, perhaps,. have obtainzd'an honourable 
Penſion, together with a Writ of eaſe ; That whilſt he Reigned , 
they might Rule, as a kind of 4 art ;. Sothat, at beſt, they may be 
ſaid to have contributed to the bringing in of a King of Sparta, bur 
nor of an Engliſh Monarch; In a word, either they renounced, or 
retained their Principles ; If they retained them, they could not 
with any reaſon, be preſumed ro a, with ſo little Conformity to 
themſelves, and their Afﬀairs , if they renounced, they were, then, 
no longer Presbyterians. 


Indeed, if we examinethe demeanour of many fince our: bleſſed 


Chunge, we ſhall have little ground to believe.that they were great- 


Iy ſollicitous for the bringing in of his Majeſty, whom. ( pardoning - 


with abundant clemency, and governing ( as he doth)with _— 
 Mode- 


Moderation, } they can yet lefſe aftord to comply with, than they 
Coul » with the worlt of Tyrants 3 But by their continual ſnarling , 
th2ir readineſle to report and improve Calumnies, their delight in 
any thing, that may ſeem to croſle his Majelties wiſhes, their Pro- 
vetbial Interlocutions,importing Menaces, and Deſigns Above all , 
thzir flocking to ſeditious Preachers and Lecturers, declare that we 
weour ySeitlement, rather to their weakneſfle , than their Loyal. 
ty; Alas, it is for men of noble and ſincere minds, to be convin- 
ced by reaſon, or reclaimed by benefits, Levened Natures are not 
ſoon purged or Cities, overgrown with Faction, eafily weeded : 
And tine, .ader long Perſecutions, the Royal Party not only 
kept their own (tation, but, ſelling their Inheritances, entailed their 
Principles to their Familes Why ſhould any imagine,that our Pro- 
feſſours.are regenerate,(ince the Kirgs return: I wiſh his Majefties 
z00dneſſe to them, find a due requiral, and this Argument prove 
a falſe Alarm, which , at all Events, is ſafer, perhaps, than none, 
Some, 1 hear, haye undertaken to draw a kind of parallel, betwixt 
our principal Covenanters, and the Lords of the League ing Fravce, 
concerning their return to their obedience ; Bur, I ſuppoſe, the 
diſparity will a»pzar to be valt and important : Thoſe in France be- 
Ing roſleſſed of ftrong Garriſons, and entire Provinces at their De- 
votion, had it in their choice, whether chey would preſent them . 
as Peace-offerings to their Prince, or make uſe of theic Advantages, 
( as ſome did ) ro diſ-member the Kingdom, It was otherwiſe 
here, for, his Grace having once muzzled the Army, and thereby 
freed the Nation from its bondage, there remained nothing , that 
could obruR o.r immediate Setrlement, or afford leiſure for any 
ro Capitulate with his Majeſty ; Again, che holy League was not 
Infringed by any notorious prevarication that might blaſt its Credit , 
Bur the Covenant, being trampled on by the Impoſers, was grown 
as vile as Dung, as ſcandalous, as the ſtewes, and had done all the. 
Miſchief it could ; Finally, the Leaguers had never, perſonally, diſ- 
obliged the King,nor affronted the Crown ; And,fince their Quarrel 
was purely Religious, ( though ſurely, therein extravagant enough, 
yet ) after thar Kings converſion to the Romane Faith, whereby, 
he partly purged them of their guilt and ſcandal, there was little 
fear of th2ir Lnya!ry, for the time to come ; Whereas, our Cove- 
nan-2rs, hwing greatly injured their Soveraign, and being poiſoned 
ui thic Principles, as to the Government, may, probably, (till 
concinue as Thornes in the fide of Monarchy, and have ant” of 
ate 
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late been juſtly branded with an indelible Character of reproach , 
So that, Ipreſume, the ſame Arguinents cannot ſerve :bem 
both, either in relation to merit antecedent, or t«.ture conhidence, 
| Hitherto, I have chiefly argued their want of 1nc:.n.cion to lcrve 
his MajeRy, if further ir ſhill appear, that they likewiſe, wanted 
power, 1 hope, it will then be readily granted, that the work was 
not theirs: Now, what, in reaſon, could be expected from thoſe, 
who by theic manitold Perjuries, and Impo'tures , (long fince 
dereted, ) had forfeited ail their Intereſt and Re tation with 
honeſt or ſober men ; It was eaſie,indeedat the firſt-te; o miſchief, 
co dil{urb a lawful and peaceable Government, For, in combultible 
matter, eyen little ſparkes, ( unquenched, ) have kindled great 
flames, and ſedition is commonly the work of mean Varlets : Bur, 
to prevent diſaſters, or redreſſe them, to encounter Tyran's, and 
reſtore lawful Powers, is no ſleight atchievement : Briefly, thac 
Party, which in a free EleQion, could ſcarce be choſen to ſerve for 
any one County, nor, indeed pretend to ir, but in a few, will nor, 
I ſuppoſe, arrogare to it ſelf a national Intereſt, nor can it ſeem to 
be any way conſiderable, without fa&tion, or uſurped Power. 
From all which, it is manifeR; that, to God only belongs the 
olory of his Majeſties Preſervation, and our deliverance, To the 
blood of King Charles the Martyr,and other noble Aſſertours of his 
Cauſe, ſhedin its defence, the vertue and renown, by which it hath 
out-lived its ruine, To his Grace, the Dukz of Albermarle, (next 
under God, ) the honour of redeeming his Country, and re{toring 
his Soveraign, without bloodſhed, or ſervile Conditions ; To the 
Royal Party, this juſt Commendation, thar by their reſtleſs endea- 
vours, and matchleſs conſtancy, they harrafſed all the Sentinels of 
Tyranny, with ducy and fatigue, blunted the edge of Perſecution, 
and ſeaſoning the people continually, both with wholeſome Prin- 
Clples, and great examples, ( like the Salt of their Country, } pre- 
ſerved it from putrefaCtion, in the worlt of times ; To the Presby- 
terians, this ſingle CharaReer, that they ated all along like prudent 
men,who knew a better uſe to be made ofConſci:nce than by ſuffer- 
ing for ir, and that having tryed all expedients of Sertlement, or 
ſecurity, without the King, and found them ineffectual, they at 
length, inclined to the bringing in of his Majeſty , left he ſhould 
ave come in Without theme 
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